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When I took on the position of Edi-
tor-in-Chief last April, I had no idea 
what I was getting myself into. I hit the 
ground running with a new vision for 
modmuze, and with ample help from our 
Production Manager and our Creative 
Director, the new modmuze was born. As 
for our long-time readers I’m sure you 
noticed our big change from MODMuze 
to modmuze, and for those of you who 
only know us as modmuze, welcome and 
we are so grateful to have you with us.

With a new modmuze look, came a new 
level of depth in our content. I felt it 
was time to cover some of the more se-
rious things in life. That’s why, we chose 

to release 
this issue on 
October 14, 
I n d i g e n o u s 
Peoples’ Day. 
For this issue, 
we partnered 

with the Center for Sovereign Nations, 
or CSN, to bring you all a diverse col-
lection of articles as well as fashion 
spreads. Our CSN fashion spread was 
envisioned to highlight students from 
CSN and to let them express themselves 
in a way they may not always be able to. 
With the Halloween season approach-
ing, one of our writers complied an 
article about Cultural Appropriation, 

A p p r e c i a -
tion and Ex-
change as it 
pertains to 
H a l l o w e e n 
c o s t u m e s . 
However, we did not stop at the Native 
American student body on campus, we 
went further and involved Internation-
al Student’s in the issue as well. Check 
out Cross Culture Closet to see how 
one International Student views her 
sense of fashion in regards to living in 
her home country versus in Stillwater.

Throughout the process of creating 
this issue I hoped to bring new inclu-
siveness that I felt modmuze had never 
had before. I could not have seen it all 
come together without modmuze’s in-
credibly driven and passionate edito-
rial team. I want to thank the editori-
al team, our director’s and our faculty 
advisers for helping me create my first 
issue as Editor-in-Chief that I believe 
we can all take pride in. I want to give a 
special thanks to Sezanna Wallace, our 
Creative Director, who kept me ground-
ed and inspired throughout this pro-
cess. I could not ask for a better team 
or a better first issue, I hope you all as 
readers will see and enjoy the diversity 
we have on campus through this issue.

NEW 
BEGINNINGS 

editor’s note  
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With the Halloween sea-
son upon us, the ever-lin-
gering question of whether 
a costume is offensive pres-
ents itself again. So before 
you head out on the town in 
your Halloween attire, let’s 
check-in to see if it could be 
potentially offensive to one 
or more groups of people.

First, knowing the difference 
between cultural appropri-
ation, appreciation and ex-
change are key in determining 
if a costume or a similarly-re-

lated item could be offensive. 
According to an article writ-
ten by the Spring Institute, 
cultural appreciation, similar 
to cultural exchange, involves 
“consent to participate in 
some culture and both sides 
mutually benefit and gain an 
understanding of each oth-
er.” Purchasing art from a 
Navajo designer or a piece 
of jewelry made by a wom-
an who grew up in Ghana are 
seen as cultural appreciation 
and exchange because the 
act supported and respect-

Culture
not Costume 

Imitation is not always flattering.

by Allison Clymer

ed the culture’s artists rath-
er than buying imitations of 
their work at Hobby Lobby.

According to the New York 
Times, cultural exchange, 
while similar, involves tak-
ing something and giving 
something back of equal val-
ue. Thus, the more someone 
takes the more they must give 
back and the quality needs to 
be positive and of satisfac-
tory quality to allow for no 

offense to be taken. Appre-
ciation and exchange are all 
about understanding the im-
pact one’s actions have in re-
lation to what you are doing.

While in contrast, cultural 
appropriation is, “the act of 
taking or using things from a 

culture that is not you own, 
especially without show-
ing that you understand or 
respect the culture,” (Huff-
Post). As stated in an MTV 
video, cultural appropriation 
is a privileged group “mis-
representing and disrespect-
ing marginalized cultures” 
who usually receive no com-
pensation or credit yet they 
often had to have dealt with 
the consequences for de-
cades. Appropriation is sim-

ilar to the academic dishon-
esty of not citing sources or 
plagiarizing someone else’s 
intellectual property. While 
there are micro examples of 
the issue and then there are 
much larger examples, they 
stem from stereotypes that 
the marginalized culture 



has been stigma-
tized by throughout 
history. Appropri-
ation makes styles 
that have resulted 
in underrepresent-
ed cultures being 
penalized or mar-
ginalized while the 
person causing the 
issue is often seen as 
“trendy” for doing 
or wearing the exact 
same thing (MTV).

Some recent pop 
culture examples of 
cultural appropri-
ation include Kim 
Kardashian West’s 
attempt at naming 
and copy-writing 
her new shapewear 
brand “Kimono” 
thinking it was just 

a clever mashup of 
her name. Yet, this 
sent people of Jap-
anese heritage into 
a backlash as she 
attempted to own 
the name of one 
of their tradition-
al garments. Af-
ter much content-
ment, the name 
was changed to the 
better and unoffen-
sive name “SKIMS.”

While just a few 
weeks ago, fash-
ion house Dior was 
called out for their 
overtly-racist ad 
campaign and any-
thing involving 
their new cologne 
Sauvage, as it played 
into the stereotypes 

of Native Americans with Johnny Depp 
in Arizona surrounded by men in tradi-
tional dress and doing war dances. What 
made the matter worse was that the 
perfume’s launch party also included 
people of Caucasian heritage wearing 
traditional war bonnets as they danced 
around tepees, and the perfume’s name 
refers to white settlers view of na-
tives being savag-
es and below them.

One example that is 
still ongoing is the 
mascot and name 
of the NFL team, 
the Washington 
Redskins, which 
is a slur towards 
people of Native 
American heritage, 
and has been a hot-
bed topic between 
fans, the own-
ers and the pub-
lic for many years.

So in 2019, how do 
we avoid offend-
ing other cultures 
through appropriation? Do your re-
search. A simple Google search or two 
can help prevent a cultural catastro-
phe or ask a friend of the culture what 
they feel. One person giving the okay 
does not mean that every one of that 
culture will feel the same way; one per-
son cannot speak for an entire group. 
Acknowledge the origins of the thought 
or art, cite your source and do not take 
credit for something that is not yours.

Culture is not a trend. Never adopt sa-
cred artifacts as an accessory or gar-

ment, they are not a new statement 
piece as they have meaning and hon-
or behind them that results in insult 
to those persons. That includes rosa-
ries, headdresses and any other piece 
that has religious or similarly signifi-
cant ties. Engage with a diverse amount 
of people. If you really want to learn 
about other cultures and respect them, 

become friends with people from dif-
ferent backgrounds than your own.

In the end, if you are still questioning 
if something is cultural appropriation, 
do not wear it! It is up to every sin-
gle person to put an end to the issue, 
and it can start with you. See some-
one who is wearing something offen-
sive? Have a conversation with them, 
let them understand and change their 
actions from your example. Be an ad-
vocate and have a happy Halloween!
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Have you ever been cu-
rious about the differ-
ences and similarities in 
how international stu-
dents and American stu-
dents experience col-
lege? I had the privilege 
of interviewing Margaret 
Elizabeth Saunders, also 
known as Mags, who came 
all the way from England 
to attend school here at 
Oklahoma State Univer-
sity. She is from a town 
on a peninsula called 
West Kirby and is a junior 
majoring in psychology.

Where exactly are you 
from?

“I’m from a town on a 
peninsula called West 
Kirby. It’s a little sea-
side town 30 minutes 
south of Liverpool. 
It’s about a two-hour 
train north of London.”

Tell me about your 
hometown. If I came to 
visit you, where in your 
hometown would you 
take me? What would 
you show me?

“My hometown is a little 
town right on the beach. 
You can do water sports 
there so we could go pad-
dleboarding or windsurf-
ing! There’s also a bike 
trail that runs along the 
coastal path so we could 
bike and BBQ at the 
country park. My town 
is only 30 minutes away 
from the big city of Liv-
erpool so I would take 
you there to see where 
the Beatles started!”

What do your parents 
do for a living?

“My mum is a pia-
no teacher and my dad 
was an IT solutions en-
gineer, but he is now 
an exam invigilator.”

Do you have any sib-
lings? If so, tell me 
about them?

“I have an older brother 
and a younger sister. My 
sister is still in school and 
my brother is working 
around Europe on tour. 

The Brightest Orange, Through a New Lens

My brother likes to travel 
a lot so I love seeing all the 
places he gets to visit!”

Has it been difficult 
adjusting to being 
away from your family?

“It hasn’t been too diffi-
cult, as I have been away 
from them before while I 
was at school in the UK. 
But, I do miss my mum. 
I think because it’s so 
much further away. I 
get to call her and talk 
to her lots, though.”

How often do you get to 
go home and see them?

“I will go home at Christ-
mas and then at the end 
of the year, but my mum is 
coming to visit for Home-
coming in October!”

Why did you want to 
study in the U.S.?

“I always wanted to study 
in the U.S. because I’ve 
always loved the vibe of 
the USA. I worked as a 
camp counselor in Penn-
sylvania two years ago 
and fell in love with the 
U.S. I knew wanted to 
come back to actually live 
here for longer than just 
the summer and I always 
wanted to be in a sorority, 
so I thought to experience 
the USA through school 

would be the best way!”

Why did you choose 
Oklahoma State Uni-
versity?

“My school in the UK has 
a partnership with OSU 
and New Mexico State 
University where you can 
do a study abroad year. 
I chose OSU because 
it looked like so much 
fun! I also found out af-
ter I had chosen OSU 
that a family I used to 
baby-sit for in the UK is 
originally from Edmond 
and all studied at OSU 
many years ago! They 
knew I’d love it here.”

What is one difference 
between education at 
home and education in 
America?

“There are so many dif-
ferences! At home, your 
major is your entire de-
gree so you don’t have 
any General Education 
classes. All your class-
es are about your major 
and all your classes apart 
from one or two per se-
mester are chosen and 
scheduled for you. We 
also have much bigger 
class sizes. At home, all 
my classes have around 
200 people in them.”

“The assessment is the 

A day in the life 
by Konnor Smith

PHOTOGRAPHER: Maggie Berry
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biggest difference though. Each of my 
classes will have one piece of course-
work and one exam that makes up 
your entire grade and there are no 
make-ups if you don’t do well. Hav-
ing regular tests and homework as-
signments is very different to me as 
I am used to one huge assignment 
and exam at the end of the semester.”

How did you get to school back home?

“I walked to school back home be-
cause I lived on my school’s campus so 
everything was really close by. I also 
walked to my high school as it was 
only a 10-minute walk from my house.”

In ten years, where would you like to 
be living and what would you like to 
be doing?

“I would love to be living in the USA 
doing something related to Psy-

chology. I’m not sure where in the 
U.S. though or what job exactly.”

Do you ever feel out of place? Or do 
you feel like you are at home here?

“No, I feel totally at home here. I’ve been 
accepted and welcomed in completely.”

What weird words or slang have you 
heard people using around campus?

“There are so many new words! 
Someone taught me what ‘bet’ 
means the other day and ‘no cap.’”

What is it like being in a sorority as 
a foreign student?

“It’s an amazing experience. I had no 
preconceived ideas of what being in 
a sorority would be like as they don’t 
exist in England so I was totally new 
coming in. I think the sorority experi-
ence as a whole is the same for me be-
ing an international student, but the 
difference between being an interna-
tional student not involved in Greek 
life compared to being in a sorority as 
an international student is completely 
different. I wanted to be in a sorority 
as I wanted to make sure I got to meet 
lots of different people and be fully in-
volved on campus. I love sorority life so 
much and feel so lucky to be a part of it.”

What does your makeup/hair routine 
consist of at home?

“Honestly, I don’t have one. I just brush 
my hair and occasionally straighten 
or curl it if I’m going somewhere nice 
or want to switch it up a bit! I usual-
ly don’t wear makeup for school but 

if I’m going somewhere I’ll put on 
foundation, bronzer and mascara.”

How does your clothing differ here 
from at home?

“Clothing is really different here but I 
think that’s mainly because it’s so hot 
here. At home, it’s only hot enough 
to wear shorts for maybe two weeks 
during the summer so we don’t wear 
t-shirts and shorts that much. Peo-
ple wear leggings to class a lot but 
the usual outfits people wear ev-
ery day are jeans and sweatshirts.”

What is your go-to outfit?

“My go-to outfit at home is high-waist-
ed jeans and a top and probably a sweat-
shirt because it’s usually quite cold.”

How does your diet differ here from 
back home?

“I eat so much more here! The snacks 
here are way better, but everything is 
a lot more sugary! In the UK we have a 
sugar tax so any food or drink that has 
added sugar in it has an extra tax on top 
of the price so sugary snacks are way 
more expensive. My diet is different for 
eating out too because the only fast food 
places we have in the UK that are the 
same as in the U.S. are McDonald’s and 
Burger King. Most of our places for eat-
ing out are restaurants that each serve 
a different type of European food. Here, 
I eat fresh fruit and yogurt for breakfast 
and whatever is on the menu for lunch 
and dinner. As a snack, I’ll usually eat ce-
real or trail mix. I LOVE caramel M&Ms 
though, we can’t get them in the U.K.! 
At home, I’ll snack on Galaxy chocolate 
which is the same as Dove chocolate.”

How does social media use compare 
here to at home?

“I would say it’s the same. We use Ins-
tagram and Snapchat a lot in the UK.”

What do you do in your spare time 
here?

“I hang out with my friends in the house. 
At the moment, I’m being introduced 
to all the best U.S. TV shows. “Bache-
lor in Paradise” is my current favorite!”

What would you do with your spare 
time back at home?

“I would do the same things in my 
spare time at home because I was liv-
ing on a college campus similar to 
here. But in the school vacations, 
my friends and I would go for brunch 
a lot. This summer I spent a lot of 
time in London at the weekend with 
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Cross Culture Closet 
An inside look at the unique style, clothing, and fashion choices of one 

Chinese exchange student at OSU.
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by Morgan Bennett

An inside look at the unique style, 
clothing, and fashion choices of one 
Chinese exchange student at OSU.
Fashion is a universal force that is 
used as a way for individuals to ex-
press themselves. Certain garments 
and particular outfits feed confidence 
and can you help present a version 
of yourself you desire. A mechanism 
of expression, the clothes you slip in 
to become tools of self-presentation. 
Before words are spoken, people use 
the appearance of others as a guide 
for judgment. Using previous encoun-
ters with individuals of similar fash-
ion choices causes us to place the 
person of judgment into a category 
and guess what they might be like and 
how they may act, all according to the 
category we classify them under. The 
tricky part about these predetermined 
categories is that they not only differ 
from person to person, but they can 
be vastly contrasting across cultures.

Differing factors stem from each cul-
ture’s unique set of values, tradition-
al dress and their sentiment toward 
fashion. In our modern world, style 
inspiration is constantly spreading 
through the internet, creating a more 
homogeneous groove in the spectrum 
of fashion. Yet, there is still much 
to unpack when comparing fashion 
across                 cultures. To grasp 

my friends going for food, shopping 
or biking around the London parks.”

What is the normal thing to do to 
hang out with friends? Where are 
popular places to hang out?

“People go to the cinema a lot or will 
go and get coffee with their friends or 
go to the shopping malls. The UK also 
has a lot of green space so it’s common 
to hang out in a park or have a picnic.”

What part of your culture would you 
like to share with Americans?

“Cadbury’s chocolate! Chocolate in 

the UK is so different from US choco-
late, it’s super creamy and there are 
so many different types! Our food, in 
general, is very different, our special-
ty is English Afternoon Tea. After-
noon tea is breakfast tea with minia-
ture cakes and pastries, it’s so good.”

When talking to an international stu-
dent, you will find that you are much 
more alike than you expected, and 
you will learn from their differences. 
Mags brings light to every room that 
she walks in to, and is a great friend 
and sister to so many in her sorori-
ty. I challenge you to take the time to 
get to know an international student.
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a better understanding of the similar-
ities and differences of fashion across 
the world, I asked Maggie Bao, an in-
ternational student Oklahoma State, 
to share her fashion journey from 
the Sichuan Province, China to the 
small town of Stillwater, Oklahoma.

What is fashion to you?

“To me, fashion is not limited. It’s cool 
that you can wear whatever you like 
and choose anything that makes you 
feel confident and makes your day bet-
ter. Fashion is import-
ant because it makes me 
feel good and represents 
a style for myself.”

What role does fash-
ion play in your life?

“You must realize that 
you and I are not a 
servant to clothing, 
clothing is our servant. 
We can wear certain 
clothes as a way to ser-
vice our mood and make us feel a type 
of way. This relationship with cloth-
ing to me is fashion; its an interest-
ing way of using clothes to serve your 
style and express how you feel inside.”

How do you use clothes to express 
yourself?

“I use style to express feelings. The 
way you dress can represent a mood or 
feeling about the day or events that re-
cently happened to you. So if I am feel-
ing happy and confident I usually wear 
bright colors, but if events that make me 
sad occur I wear darker colors, usually 

black in response to my emotion. Some 
clothing can make you happy while 
other times it makes you unhappy.”

How would you describe your per-
sonal style?

“First of all, everyone needs to figure 
out their personality and then find 
what style is suitable for that. I am a 
pretty outgoing person; optimistic 
and talkative, and my style represents 
that. I use colors to portray personality, 
so when I’m feeling fun I wear colors 
like pink, purple, blue, and yellow to 

show how I am feeling.”

What are some of your 
favorite pieces?

“My go-to is white 
t-shirts with logos that 
can pair with other 
things. My over-sized 
denim jacket is my fa-
vorite because it is so 
versatile. I also love 
all sorts of weird shirts 

because they can be formal or infor-
mal depending on how you dress it.”

What are the major style differenc-
es in Stillwater compared to your 
home?

“Dress here is more comfortable. At 
home, it’s abnormal to dress as com-
fortably, so it’s hard for me to pick 
outfits for school here because it is 
much different from what I would 
have worn to school in Beijing.”

How does Chinese culture impact the 
way you dress?

“In China, dressing style is much more 
conservative; we are cautious about 
how much we are wearing and how 
much we are not, so options can be 
limited. Business dress is very particu-
lar. For work, suit bottom and tops are 
typically black and worn with a white 
undershirt or blouse, and there are dif-
ferent kinds of suits made for different 
jobs; much different than here. The 
cultural background affects our fash-
ion, but we are slowly changing. What 
I really want is people to ignore what 

others think and dress how they want.”
Whether you’re from a small town in 
Oklahoma, China or anywhere in be-
tween, clothing is a unanimous tool 
used in the act of self-expression. No 
matter your own styling choices, we 
can appreciate those styles that are 
different from our own and learn to 
forego assumptions— instead, be open 

Fashion is a 
universal force 

that is used 
as a way for 
individuals 
to express 
themselves.
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 A Conversation 
 between
 Art and Heritage 

By Chase Congleton

One Native American artist tells his story and speaks his 
truth.

For thousands of years, Na-
tive Americans created art of 
all different mediums rang-
ing from sculptures, living 
spaces, pottery and paintings. 
Hundreds of tribes scattered 
across the Americas in diverse 
geographical landscapes had 
varying                 ways of in-
terpreting the world around 
them. Even though there is a 
variety of differences between 
the tribes, Native Ameri-
can artists often face stereo-
types regarding what sort 
of art is acceptable to make.

Joel Carpenter is a registered 
artist who is a senior at Okla-
homa State University major-
ing in engineering. Carpen-
ter originates from Frederick, 
Oklahoma, and is a mem-
ber of the Choctaw Nation.

Believing he was born to be 
an artist, Carpenter hails from 
a long family dynasty of Na-
tive artists. Inspired by the 
works of his grandfather, un-
cle and mother, he grew an in-
terest in art and started cul-
tivating a vision of his own.
“It really comes down to how I 
see things,” Carpenter said. “I’m 
always looking at a perspective 

of colors, shapes and textures.”

Joel Carpenter learned dif-
ferent styles and techniques 
from looking at how his rela-
tives created their art for fun. 
He eventually earned a de-
gree in graphic design in 2000.

“I worked in graphic de-
sign for a while,” Carpen-
ter said, “but I’ve always 
done paintings, sketches, 
cartoons and caricatures.”

Despite being of Choctaw de-
scent, Carpenter insists that 
his favorite art medium is 
cartooning and making cari-
catures because the jokes are 
short, quick and get to the 
point more quickly than put-
ting the oil paint on canvas.
In his natural element, he en-
joys drawing in times of bore-
dom and has put his skills to 
good use. He has worked as an 
artist at state fairs and Lexi-
Con’s Comic-Con, a free fan-
dom event in Stillwater for all 
types of pop culture genres.

Even though Native American 
artists have the same passion 
for the same set of colors and 



art styles as people who are non-Na-
tive, Native Americans often become 
type-cast based on the reality of 
their heritage. Native American art-
ists throughout the twentieth centu-
ry to the present-day have fought to 
break the stereotypes and bend the 
mold of what is an acceptable prod-
uct of art from someone who is native.

“I think there is a perception of 
Native American art,” Carpen-
ter said, “and then there’s a re-
ality of Native American art.”

He states that often times peo-
ple will assume Native American 
art has to be conformed to a par-
ticular style to truly be accept-
ed and called Native American art.

“I have seen some Native Amer-
ican artists who worked in all 
different genres and media,”
Carpente said, “they are fantastic.”

As a culture, most Native Ameri-
can tribes give the utmost respect 
for all artists within their tribes. 
Joel Carpenter says that the Choc-
taw Nation especially respects art-
ists, whether it is with contem-
porary work or traditional work.

Due to the diaspora with Indigenous 
people in the Americas, many Native 
tribes entered into a melting pot in 
Oklahoma due to a large number of 
tribes blending together in the past 
couple of centuries. As a result, many 
unique traits within tribes have be-

come lost and the only true 
way to see the diversity of art 
is to go back further in time.

For example, the Choctaw 
tribe, as Joel Carpenter states, 
is very different from oth-
er tribes such as the Chero-
kee and Iroquois as well as 
tribes that lived in regions 
far away on the west coast.

“The Choctaw’s closest rela-
tives are the Chickasaws,” Car-
penter said. “We actually have 
stories about how the two tribes 
were brothers born of the same 
place and that then split and 
became two different tribes.”

Today, Joel Carpenter enjoys 
making cartoons and “na-
ture art,” as he calls it. His 

love for capturing Oklahoma scen-
ery stems from witnessing and be-
ing inspired by his uncle’s work.

“I saw the work that he did and I loved 
it,” Carpenter said. “In fact, after he 
passed away, my prized possessions 
were that he gave me his art because 
I was the only one out the children 
in the family who became an artist.”

Joel Carpenter hopes to carry on 
the legacy of his uncle, while con-
tinuing to pay tribute to his Choc-
taw heritage as well as properly por-
tray, in his own style, the landscapes 
and animals he sees in Oklahoma. 
As for Native Americans, there is 
work still to be done to breakdown 
barriers and stigmas from society.

“For the longest time, Native Ameri-
cans got lumped into one group, and 
we’re not,” Carpenter said. “We’re 
a great diverse group of people.”
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The Center for Sovereign Nations is an 
organization on campus here at Okla-
homa State University where people 
of all walks of life have created a sup-
portive and uplifting community. The 
Center emphasizes that any person of 
Native American Heritage, as well as 
those who are not, will be welcomed 
with open arms and they encourage 
students to become involved in all the 
CSN’s events and activities. In fact, 
the Center for Sovereign Nations is 
guided by a “three-fold mission” in all 
their operations, which includes sov-
ereignty, students, and partnerships.

modmuze mag had the incredible op-
portunity of partnering with CSN to 
celebrate Native American heritage and 
learn more about Native American cul-
ture. In light of Indigenous People’s Day, 
Oct. 14, we were able to discuss Native 
American heritage with many members 
of the Center for Sovereign Nations, 
including Jerika Butler, Catherine 
White, Gage Clark, McKenzie McCa-
leb, Hadley Hume, and Robert Lincoln.

Catherine White, a Student Leader at 
the Center and former Miss American 
Indian OSU, disclosed to modmuze 
mag her feelings about embracing 
cultural tradition in modern society.

“I think modern society is fast-paced, 
and everyone has somewhere to be or 
something to do,” White said. “Taking 
a pause from that to attend a powwow 
or a sweat lodge is a break from modern 
society for me, and it helps me recon-
nect with my people and our values and 
ways. It’s almost like drinking a refresh-
ing glass of water and being reminded 
that, heck yeah, native people still live 
in modern society; we are still here, and 
our EXISTENCE is the RESISTANCE!”

We would like to express our apprecia-
tion for this wonderful opportunity and 
for CSN’s impact on campus. We hope 
to continue working with the Center for 
Sovereign Nations and other organiza-
tions at Oklahoma State University that 
create value in diversity in the future.

and 
CSN 

Their Impact 
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A look into OSU’s Center for Sovereign Nations
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By Faith Bollom 
In the spring of last year, McCay-
lin Autobo was chosen to repre-
sent Oklahoma State and serve as 
this year’s Miss American Indian 
OSU. This award means more than 
just the crown for Autobo; she has 
decided to use her role as a plat-
form and make a difference not 
only here on campus, but outside 
as well throughout Oklahoma.

“It was important for me to put 
myself out there, especially com-
ing from a small town and the small 
tribe of Wichita,” Autobo said.

We are sitting in the office of 
the Center of Sovereign Nations, 
where Autobo works and a place 
that she has found a home in. 
Coming to Oklahoma State Uni-
versity, she loved the diversi-
ty here on campus as well as the 
idea of starting clean and being 
able to see herself succeed here.

“Being on a campus that push-
es you to do more, and that is 

what OSU is all about, is re-
ally being able to put their 
students in the spotlight.” 

This statement couldn’t be more 
true for a shy student who once 
thought if she went one day with-
out social interaction, it was a 
good day. This truly goes to show 
the impact that this center and 
position have had on Autobo.

Through this position, Autobo has 
not only grown in her self confi-
dence, but also in her values as 
she has learned and sees chang-
es in her own tribe and others in 
Oklahoma. A cause that is import-
ant to Autobo and one she choos-
es to focus her leadership toward 
is preserving Native American 
languages and Historical Trau-
ma in Native American communi

McCaylin Autobo on Miss 
American Indian OSU

How the one once voted “most quiet” broke out of her shell and became a 
campus-wide leader.
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ties. This role allows her to visit differ-
ent tribes in Oklahoma and educate on 
how these communities are impacted.
One example of Historical Trauma 
she has seen is families being sep-
arated because of boarding schools. 
Once they are older, the children have 
a hard time connecting, and drug and 
alcohol abuse become very prevalent.

One of the biggest impacts this has on 
Autobo’s generation is that it has one 
of the highest rates of suicide in the 
Native American community. This sum-
mer she worked directly with the Rise 
program in the Wichita Tribe, and had 

the opportunity to learn how to support 
young adults going through historical 
trauma and ways to prevent suicide.

“I have been through so much in 
the past three years, and that is one 
of the biggest reasons I wanted to 
take on this position,” Autobo said.

She grew up seeing a lot of things that 
children shouldn’t be exposed to, and 
that has given her the ability to connect 
with the families in these communities. 
Autobo’s biggest role model, her grand-
mother, passed away in 2016 due to 
stage-four liver cancer. This impacted 

her in a way she wasn’t expecting, but 
has allowed her to talk about her expe-
riences and go out to communities, like 
her community back home, and reach 
out to the young adults there. Her own 
personal experiences have touched her 
in a way that drives her to continue 
spreading awareness and reach out to 
others who have similar experiences.

Speaking to Autobo, I could tell how 
outgoing she was, but she says that if 
you were to meet her in high school 
you would not think she’d be doing the 
things that she is today. In 
Autobo’s high school year-
book, she was once voted 
“most quiet.” From coming 
to Oklahoma State Univer-
sity and by taking on this 
role, she found an outlet to 
grow within and says that 
by coming here, she has 
“transformed herself into 
a completely different per-
son.” She said when she goes back to vis-
it her tribe and speak to those who knew 
her as a child, they are stunned when 
they realize how much she has grown and 
blossomed into not only an outgoing, 
but an uplifting and inspiring person.

When asked about one thing she was able 
to learn through finding a home at the 
center, Autobo said, “Being able to use 
my voice in a way that I never had before.”

Autobo not only represents Oklaho-
ma State University as Miss American 
Indian OSU, but she also is a member 
of Alpha Pi Omega, the Native Amer-
ican sorority on campus. And she also 
works for the center and is a member 
of the Native American Student Asso-

ciation. Now, a junior studying Human 
development and Family Science and 
minoring in Psychology, Autobo wears 
many hats and has learned how to pri-
oritize her time with having so many 
roles and responsibilities on campus. 
She credits these roles for making 
her the person that she is today. She 
has always held respect as her high-
est value, which makes her not only a 
loved person, but a very humble leader.

As Autobo goes into her last few months 
holding this position, she hopes to 

leave a legacy as a positive 
and compassionate leader 
through her actions and 
be able to spread this on 
to future Miss American 
Indians. She always wants 
to make a positive impact 
on anyone that she meets.

This summer, Autobo had 
the chance to meet a for-

mer Miss American Indian OSU from 
the 1980s. She was able to learn from 
her and see how much this position 
forever changed her life. Having the 
power to completely destroy someone 
and the power to give them the abili-
ty to completely love themselves is a 
message that has stuck with Autobo 
and she hopes to carry out through not 
only her remainder of her time as Miss 
American Indian OSU, but also her life. 
Her story of growth while wear-
ing this title and the ability to 
find a place at OSU is inspiring. 
It is inspiring to know that every-
one has a place here at regardless of 
your past mistakes or who you were 
in high school— nobody’s story is set.
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“It is 
inspiring to 
know that 

everyone has 
a place here.”



By Faith Bollom

Must-know tips on how to style in fresh ways!

Next 
Level 

Accessories 

If you feel stuck in a rut 
with your style and are 
unsure how to get the 
look you want— you ar-
en’t alone. Moving to col-
lege has made me realize 
there are so many oppor-
tunities to showcase your 
style. With these simple 
tricks, you can up your 

fashion game whether it 
be game day, date night 
or if you just want to feel 
cute walking to class.

Back to the ‘90s

The ‘90s was an iconic 
era for fashion. I’m not 
sure if it’s my obsession 

with “Sex and The City” 
or Princess Diana wear-
ing biker shorts, but this 
decade has always had 
trends that stand-out to 
me. Some of them are 
even coming back, such 
as butterfly and acrylic 
rosin hair clips. These are 
the perfect accessories to 

pin back your hair if you’re just going to 
class or a throwback date party. These 
clips can take your outfit up a level and 
add a sense of effort into an effortless 
look. Another 90’s fad making a return 
are beaded and woven bags. I couldn’t 
be more thrilled about this one. These 
handbags remind me of my childhood 
and take accessorizing to the next level. 
Honestly, not the most functional, but 
who cares? They are perfect and great 
for pairing with a little black dress for 
a girls night on The Strip. Whatever it 
may be, these must-have accessories 
will fulfill all your Kate Moss fantasies.

Knot just for your neck

Scarves have found their way back in the 
fashion world, and seem like the best 

new way to accessorize. Ascots can be 
tied around your pony, your neck like a 
choker or loosely to hide your weekend 
fun. Bored with your handbag or back-
pack? Tie a scarf around it! Duh. You 
can even use them as a belt. I have been 
loving the idea of wrapping a patterned 
scarf around as a tube top. Scarves are 
a great way to take an item you already 
have in your closet and add a twist to 
it. If you’re ever bored with your look, 
a scarf is the perfect finishing touch.

Slip into being stylish

Shoes change the outcome of any look. 
Shoes are my favorite part of any outfit 
and what pulls it all together! A fresh 
new trend this season? Mules. They are 
the perfect shoe to slip on and complete 
a great outfit. For all my business gals, 
these are perfect for a professional chic 
look. A new pair of shoes feels like the 
best way to solve problems and, trust me, 
this trend is worth splurging on. It is the 
answer to all of our footwear prayers.

These trends show just how easy it is 
to enhance any look with a few sim-
ple tricks. No matter how you decide 
to pair or style these items, remem-
ber that accessorizing doesn’t just 
stop there. Accessorizing has no lim-
its and no guidelines. Your sense of 
fashion is up to you and the unique 
way you visualize it. Just think of 
all the possibilities, they’re endless!
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Our favorite fashion season 
of the year is finally here! 
And with halloween quickly 
approaching, here are a few 
spooky chic trends to inspire 
your fall style. First, try in-
corporating deeper second-
ary colors like dark purples, 
greens and oranges to add 
extra dimension to your usu-
al neutrals. Second, secure 
some satin. Satin is a major 
fabric for the fall in any and 
all types of garments like, 
blouses, midi skirts and dress-
es. Lastly, from inspiration 
taken from prep school uni-
forms, try adding plaid and 
checkered patterns in state-
ment pieces or even through 
layering. These tips are sure 
to enhance your style as 
the weather cools down and 
fall fashion is in full swing.
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IF YOU GOT IT, 

HAUNT IT! 

by TAYLOR MESSINA 

Spooky styles to die for 
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